AUTHENTICATED
U.S. GOVERNMENT
INFORMATION

GPO

Aug. 14 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1993

protects five areas, totalling some 155,000 acres,
under management plans that are slightly less
restrictive than wilderness designation.

Enactment of this bill ends a long debate
regarding wilderness designation in the National
Forests of Colorado. Key to resolving this debate
is the compromise language on the protection
of wilderness water resources. Because all of
the areas designated as wilderness lie at the
headwaters of river watersheds, wilderness water
resources can be protected by restricting new
diversions of water from within these areas. Ex-
isting water rights and water diversions are also
protected by this Act. In short, the Colorado
delegation has found an innovative solution to
a very complicated water resources issue, and
for this they are to be commended. However,
the circumstances in Colorado are unique and
this compromise language may have to be re-
fined if it is to be used to protect wilderness
water resources in other States.

By signing this bill into law today, we further
the protection of unique and sensitive lands
within the National Forests of Colorado. The
areas designated in this Act are outstanding ad-
ditions to the National Wilderness Preservation
System. These areas join the 2.6 million acres

of outstanding National Forest System (NFS)
lands in the State that have already been des-
ignated as wilderness. At the same time, this
Act releases about 115,000 acres of NFS lands
in Colorado for other purposes, balancing the
goal of environmental protection with the need
to provide for a healthy economy.

Today, we complete the decade-long process
of reviewing wilderness study areas in Colorado
that were designated in earlier legislation. I
commend the Colorado delegation for their dili-
gence and bipartisan leadership in making this
Act a reality. This balanced approach to wilder-
ness designation preserves opportunities for eco-
nomic development in Colorado, while maintain-
ing the quality of life that makes Colorado such
a wonderful place to live and work.

WILLIAM ]. CLINTON

The White House,
August 13, 1993.

NoTE: H.R. 631, approved August 13, was as-
signed Public Law No. 103-77. This statement
was released by the Office of the Press Secretary
on August 14.

Statement on Signing the Small Business Guaranteed Credit Enhancement

Act of 1993
August 13, 1993

Today I am signing S. 1274, the “Small Busi-
ness Guaranteed Credit Enhancement Act of
1993.” This legislation will inject new life into
many small businesses by significantly increasing
the availability of loans that can be guaranteed
by the Small Business Administration (SBA).

My Administration and the Congress recog-
nize that SBA is an increasingly critical compo-
nent of our efforts to end the credit crunch
by making sufficient capital available for small
businesses to grow and prosper. The demand
for SBA loan guarantees has increased over the
past several years at a 35 to 40 percent annual
rate, as banks have increasingly turned to SBA
for assistance in small business lending.

S. 1274 increases the amount of loans that
may be guaranteed per dollar of credit subsidy.
This will allow SBA to more than double its
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Section 7(a) General Business Loan Guarantee
program from a range of $3 billion to $4 billion
to a range of $7 billion to $8 billion in fiscal
year 1994, based on anticipated appropriations.
This higher program level will provide an unin-
terrupted source of credit for small businesses,
something that has been lacking over the past
few years. And it will do so while providing
significant savings to the taxpayers. The savings
will be about $180 million in the first year and
$748 million over four years relative to appro-
priations that would be needed to meet ex-
pected demand for the 7(a) program absent the
reforms.
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Perhaps most importantly, the lending author-
ity provided by S. 1274 will assist firms in main-
taining and creating more than 600,000 jobs
over the next four years.

S. 1274 also makes technical changes to other
small business programs in order to improve
SBA’s administration of the Small Business De-
velopment Center Program and the Microloan
Demonstration Program, and to facilitate plan-
ning and execution of the White House Con-
ference on Small Business.

The President’s Radio Address
August 14, 1993

Good morning. This week we took a big step
toward restoring opportunity and prosperity to
the people of our Nation when I signed into
law our economic growth plan. It puts our house
in order with the largest deficit reduction meas-
ure in our history, mandating more than $250
billion in spending cuts, with substantial cuts
in more than 200 specific spending programs.
It makes over 90 percent of our small businesses
eligible for tax cuts if they invest to spur job
creation. And it provides new incentives to lift
people who work full time and have children
in their homes but still live in poverty above
the poverty line. That’s a real incentive for the
working poor to stay at work and a downpay-
ment on our plan to end the welfare system
as we know it.

With this economic plan in place, private ana-
lysts believe more than 8 million jobs will be
created over the next 4 years. Already the plan
has brought interest rates to historic lows and
the stock market to historic highs. People are
refinancing home loans and business loans, sav-
ing a lot of money, money that can be invested
to grow this economy. And we've had about
a million new jobs come into the economy in
the last 6% months. This plan will help us to
restore the economy and revive the American
dream.

But there’s another threat to our security, to
our economic revival, and to our most basic
values. It’s the crime that’s ravaging our neigh-
borhoods and communities. There were 90,000
murders in America in the last 4 years and a
startling upsurge in gang activity, drive-by shoot-

I am pleased to sign legislation that helps
small businesses and their employees.

WIiLLIAM ]. CLINTON

The White House,
August 13, 1993,

NOTE: S. 1274, approved August 13, was assigned
Public Law No. 103-81. This statement was re-
leased by the Office of the Press Secretary on Au-
gust 14.

ings, and bloody car- jackings. There’s a virtual
war on many of our streets, and crime has be-
come a national security issue to millions of
Americans. I've worked to fight crime as an
attorney general and a Governor. I've worked
with law enforcement officers, community lead-
ers, victims groups. I know we can make our
streets safer and our children’s future more se-
cure.

This week I announced my administration’s
anticrime plan, and law enforcement officers
from all over America came to support it. Peo-
ple from Massachusetts to Mississippi spoke up.
William O’Malley, a district attorney in Massa-
chusetts, said the murder rate in Plymouth
County had doubled, and the age of defendants
in court is getting younger. One of the law en-
forcement officers said that in his area the aver-
age age of a killer was now under 16 years
of age. Police commissioner Bill Bratton of Bos-
ton spoke of the fear that grips his city where
homicides have gone up 60 percent this year
because of gangs and domestic violence. The
attorney general of Mississippi pointed out that
the crime wave has now reached small towns
and rural areas, and we can’t leave them out
of our solution.

These facts could be repeated by any pros-
ecutor, any police officer in the United States.
We have to give these people the help they
need to seize the control of our streets. And
that’s precisely what I'm determined to do.

Our new crime initiative goes back to basics:
toughening criminal laws and disarming crimi-
nals, putting more police on patrol, protecting
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